


1. Keep Your Grass Cut

Keeping your grass cut and trimmed
away from your home can help
reduce mosquitoes and other
insects.

3. Tidy Up The Kitchen

Keeping a tidy kitchen is essential to
protecting your home from pests.
Leaving food crumbs out can attract
ants and roaches.

5. Check Under The Playscape

Spiders and wasps can nest under

playscape slides and walkways. Be
sure to clear out webs and nests so
your kids can play safely.

2. Place Firewood 20’ Away

Place firewood at least 20 feet away
from your home to avoid potential
termite issues. Plus, you want to make
sure firewood is off the ground.

4. Empty Water From Kiddie Pools

Water left in kiddie pools and toys
can turn into mosquito breeding
grounds. Be sure to empty them out
after playtime.

6. Clear Dead Wood

Any dead wood around the home,
in the yard, or along the fence line
can be an attractive food source for
termites. Be sure to clear this out.
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7. Trim Bushes and Shrubs

Trim all dense greenery from
touching the side of your home, if
possible. Greenery touching the
home can help pests getin.

9. Install Door Sweeps

Door sweeps help keep bugs
out. Make sure yours are in good
condition. If you don’t have them,
they're pretty easy to install.

11. Fix Leaky Outdoor Faucets

Leaky faucets can provide excellent
conditions for termites to thrive. The
small pools of water can also make
for good mosquito breeding sites.

8. Seal Dog or Cat Food

Rats love dog and cat food. Keep
yours sealed in a container and clean
up any that may have fallen on the
floor to avoid rodent issues.

10. Keep Soil Below The Slab

Soil that is above your home's slab
and close to weep holes can present
opportunites for all types of bugs to
getin - especially termites.

12. Check For Good Seals

Good seals around doors and
windows will help keep all manners
of bugs out. If yours are cracking, it
may be time to re-caulk.
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A ladder is required to perform tips 13-17. Please exercise caution and safe ladder
A practices while performing these. If you’re not comfortable on a ladder, please

leave them to a professional.

13. Trim Overhanging Branches

Tree branches that are touching or
over roofline can provide easy access
to your attic for rats, mice, squirrels,
and raccoons.

15. Seal Vents and Chimneys

Unsealed vents and chimneys are
easy ways for rodents to make their
way into your home.

17. Fix Loose or Broken Shingles

Rats, squirrels, and even raccoons
will do whatever they can to get into
an attic. Making sure your roofis in
good shape will help prevent them.

14. Clear Gutters Of Debris

Gutters filled with leaves and other
debris can collect water and provide
shelter and breeding sites for
mosquitoes.

16. Seal Roof Intersects

Over time, roof intersects can
widen. It's very common for rats and
squirrels to get in (or chew) through
gaps in the roof intersects.

18. Get An Annual Pest Inspection

While this doesn’t require a ladder,
getting an annual rodent, termite,
or pest inspection can help save you
time, money, and headache.
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19. Avoid Bug Sprays and
Foggers (Bug Bombs)

Bug sprays, foggers, and any kind
of bombs should be used by a
professional and as a last resort - if at
all. Here are some reasons why.

Foggers Can Be Dangerous

Foggers used improperly can be
harmful if inhaled. They require a
respirator, which most people don’t
have.

Bug Sprays And Foggers
Can Make The Problem Worse

Bug sprays and foggers can, for
example, trigger a roach colony
to reproduce at a faster rate. It's a
survival mechanism.

Foggers and sprays can also make
a colony retreat deeper into the
home or to places a professional
would not normally look for them.
This makes the colony difficult to
find and much more difficult to
treat.

20. Beware Of Do-It-Yourself (DIY)
Pest Control Blog Posts

There’s a lot of blog posts online
discussing ways to control pests

at home. While some tips may be
useful, the problem is many of them
are short-sighted by controlling one
pest while attracting others. Here are
a couple of examples.

| read one post about using molasses
in a jar outside to control crickets.

| getit. | don't like crickets either.
However, while leaving a jar of
molasses outside may get rid of
some crickets, it will also attract
other pests like wasps, bees,
roaches, ants, and even rodents.

Another one spoke about using
cornmeal to get rid of fire ant hills.

| don’t know if that works. Maybe it
helps? But | do know that cornmeal
in the yard will attract rodents.

So exercise caution with any online
DIY pest control tips. And if you're
not sure, call a reputable pest control
company for guidance.

Are you worried about pests? We can help.
Visit www.thebugmaster.com for a free quote.




